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THE STORY OF

HEY TEVES

FROM A HIGHER PERSPECTIVE®

The following essay revisits the entire story of Hey Teves,
pointing out that all along, the Rebbe’s approach to the issue was
more than just a legal battle over the seforim. There was a major
ruchniyus’dike aspect as well, alluded to very often in the Rebbe’s
sichos and ma’anos before, during, and after the court case.

The material collected here is comprised of the sichos and
answers from the Rebbe, as well as first-hand accounts by
bochurim in 770 at the time when these stories took place.

Let us preface that of the following statements, those quoted directly from the Rebbe (both from
sichos or written responses) are obviously completely true and authentic. The rest of the comments
reflect the speculation of Chassidim and their own understanding of things, and may be subject to

differences of opinion.

DER BEINKEL 1Z A GREISER!

The story of the Yom-Tov of Hey Teves took place in our own generation, but it is essen-
tially connected to all of the preceding generations of Chabad as well — up until the Alter
Rebbe, and even the Baal Shem Tov.

Although the robbery of the Seform began around Yud Shevat the Rebbe was only of-
ficially notified about the theft of the seforim around Shavuos time in 5745. However,
months before, on Yud Aleph Nissan of that year, the Rebbe addressed an idea which, in
retrospect, seemed to be very much connected to the seforim saga.

In the farbrengen, which turned to be the last time the Rebbe farbrenged on Yud Alef
Nissan, the Rebbe began the second sicha by posing a question: It is well-known that one of
the worst middos according to the Torah (and especially Mussar) is ga’ava — haughtiness. If
so, how is it possible that people gather here and participate in a farbrengen, which is being
held in honor of one single person?

* Based largely on a farbrengen with Rabbi Chaim Shaul Brook of Vaad Hanochos B'Lahak in honor oh Hety Teves, 5769
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Unfortunately, the system didn't work, because when the next break-in happened, the
phone line was busy transmitting the Rebbe’s farbrengen on hook-up. It was then that the
crew realized that the thief was someone who knew to come only during the Rebbe's far-
brengen, when his entrance would go unnoticed.

Rabbi Halberstam discussed the matter with the Rebbetzin, who suggested that a sur-
veillance camera be installed in the library.

Indeed, a short while later the results came in and Rabbi Halberstam and Rabbi Wilhelm
sat together to watch the recording. The thief had his face partially covered but Rabbi Hal-
berstam immediately recognized him and realized that this matter was far from simple.

He quickly ran to the Rebbe and Rebbetzin’s home and shared the sad news with the
Rebbetzin: they had finally caught the thief, and it was none other than the Rebbetzin’s
own nephew.

THE ISSUE GOES PUBLIC

Shortly thereafter, the Rebbe called a meeting with the members of Agudas Chassidei
Chabad, most of whom were elderly Chassidim, inviting also an additional two younger
Chassidim, Rabbi Avraham Shemtov and Rabbi Yehuda Krinsky.

The Rebbe spoke with the group about the recent events, stating clearly that all of the
seforim, K’sovim, and the building of 770 belonged to Agudas Chassidei Chabad, and that
he planned to discuss this issue in public at the upcoming Yud-Beis Tammuz farbrengen.
(Bear in mind that in those years, the Rebbe’s major weekday farbrengens were broadcast
live via satellite around the world. Meaning, the Rebbe intended to bring the issue to the
attention of a global audience.)

The Rebbe openly discussed the issue of the seforim a total of five times: at the Yud-Beis
Tammuz farbrengen, at the yechidus klolis with the guests on 14 Tammuz, at the farbren-
gen of 15 Tammuz, at the farbrengen on Shabbos Parshas Balak, and then for the last time
on Shabbos Parshas Pinchas.

The following are some partial quotes from the Rebbe’s words regarding this matter,
collected randomly from all of the above-mentioned farbrengens. To better understand, it
is encouraged to read the hanochos of these sichos, as most of them have been published
throughout the years.
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This is why the [Frierdiker] Rebbe did not write a will regarding the seforim. By preced-
ing Rabbeim there were instances where the seforim and other possessions were divided
amongst the children, as was the case by the Tzemach Tzedek. But the [Frierdiker] Rebbe
did not do so, because Hu Bachayim!

THE REBBE’S VERY LIFE!
At the farbrengen of 15 Tammuz, the Rebbe said:

“This issue is not one of concern only to me personally, but to every single Yid who is a
Chossid of the [Frierdiker] Rebbe; no matter where he lives, be it here or in Eretz Yisroel. In
fact, some of the seforim were actually brought to Eretz Yisroel and sold to dealers there in
a most audacious manner. Selling seforim that belong to the [Frierdiker] Rebbe is a danger-
ous act. The seller is actually tearing away a part of the [Frierdiker] Rebbe’s very life, then
and now!”

When addressing the issue of the seforim on Shabbos Parshas Pinchas, the Rebbe men-
tioned that by hashgocha protis, the theft began around Yud Shevat; the day of the [Frier-
diker] Rebbe’s histalkus, and the story broke around Yud-Beis Tammuz, his yom huledes
and chag hageulah. For the one who stole the seforim, said the Rebbe, the day of histalkus
is indeed timely: he thinks that the [Frierdiker] Rebbe passed away thirty-five years ago
and is no longer with us anymore. But a Yid who is a believer knows that such thought is
nonsense.

MONETARY COMPENSATION

The following incident relayed by the Rebbe helps shed light on the entire episode of the
seforim, and how the Rebbe perceived it not merely as a dispute over a valuable library, but
as a much deeper issue:

Some of the Chassidim had suggested that instead of going through the hassle of re-
trieving the seforim rightfully, perhaps it would be better to compensate the thief with the
money he wanted, and save the seforim that way.

The Rebbe strongly criticized this idea publically, questioning in disbelief how a frum-
mer Yid could possibly think up such idea.

Clearly then, the Rebbe's primary concern with regard to the seforim saga was not a mon-
etary loss. Plainly put, the opposing side refused to admit that the Lubavitch movement
continues after the Frierdiker Rebbe’s histalkus. They wished to put the Rebbe’s nesius and
the whole of Dor Hashvi’i in question, chas ve’sholom.
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SIMCHA

Beginning on Rosh Hashonah, the Rebbe encouraged Chassidim to be be’simcha in an
unprecedented manner. At the Rosh Hashonah farberengen, which generally bore a more
solemn atmosphere, the Rebbe instructed the crowd to sing a Simchas Torah nigun, and
the Rebbe stood up at his place and clapped along in ecstasy. This was the first time in
many long years that the Rebbe stood up during a farbrengen and this repeated itself sev-
eral times over the following months.

DIDAN NOTZACH!

On Shabbos Parshas Vayetzei, Yud Kislev, the Rebbe spoke again about simcha and that
it carries with it the power to do away with all the undesirable issues we encounter.

That night, the Chassidim danced away. It was on that occasion that the words “Didan
Notzach” were fitted to an old Chabad nigun (by Rabbi Berel Lazar — later to become Rus-
sia’s chief rabbi) which became an instant hit.

As a matter of fact, at the farbrengen of Yud Shevat, 5746, the crowd sang this nigun
vigorously, and the Rebbe actually sang the words along with them in undertone. (This is
visible on the video recording of the farbrengen.)

WE WILL BE VICTORIOUS!

During that same farbrengen of Shabbos Parshas Vayetzei, Rashag approached the Reb-
be and suggested perhaps settling for a compromise with the opposing side. The Rebbe
became very serious and answered loudly, moving his holy hands all the while: “It’s not
a fight against me! It's a fight against the Alter Rebbe, the Mitteler Rebbe...” (The Rebbe
specified all the Rabbeim.)

Rashag told the Rebbe that he really wishes to abstain from testifying and the Rebbe
replied: “I will go testify and you will go testify. We will see this matter through until the
end, and we will be victorious!”

Those standing nearby heard the Rebbe’s stern words, and everyone around saw the
Rebbe speaking passionately, moving his hands fiercely along.
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After stressing the importance that everyone must learn these words of Chassidus, the
Rebbe concluded: “But even if people won't learn from them, I am not intimidated, I will
continue printing more and more, in the spirit of “ynor pr ma1 pp N 1Y WK,

These words from the Rebbe were almost a clear indication that a kitrug had formulated
on high after the Rebbe had accomplished an unparalleled breakthrough in the dissemina-
tion of Chassidus.

That night, the Rebbe held a surprise farbrengen where he explicitly addressed the claim
raised against Chabad that they are not active, explaining that although this claim is ridicu-
lous, nevertheless, we'll take it as an indication to do even more than until now.

The Rebbe also spoke at great length about the kitrug on the Alter Rebbe before Yud-Tes
Kislev, continuing the explanation at an additional surprise farbrengen the following night.

IT’S A SPIRITUAL MATTER

Later that winter, towards the end of Adar I, the Rebbe began davening shacharis on
Shabbos in the small zal upstairs because the Rebbe was walking with great difficulty. Still,
the Rebbe came down for the regular Shabbos mevorchim farbrengen and said a very long,
complicated “hadran” on Rambam.

During the following week, Reb Nissan Mindal asked the Rebbe “Vi filt der Rebbe?”
(How is the Rebbe feeling?), to which the Rebbe responded, “S'iz mer geistish vi fizish...”
(It's more of a spiritual issue than a physical one).

“OnN"aX 2y* N1 NNt

The joy and celebration in Lubavitch that met the verdict on Hey Teves is well known
and beyond the scope of this article. We will suffice with mentioning that the Rebbe, in his
sicha on Hey Teves after mincha, made reference to the kitrug raised on the Alter Rebbe,
and drew a lesson regarding the story of the seforim as well. Since the claim against us was
that we are not sufficiently active and don'’t use the seforim and k’sovim of Chassidus in
the proper manner, we must take that as an indication to intensify our efforts in Hafotzas
Hama’ayonos.

The Rebbe also elaborated on the possuk of “anrax apy nn 'nai” from that day’s Chitas.
Chassidim understood that the Rebbe’s spirit had been revived, so to speak, as we had
finally emerged victorious.
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What is the role
of a Rebbe?

Rabbi Yehuda Krinsky relates:

At one point, the Rebbe spoke with me at great length concerning some of the aspects
of the court case over the seforim. In addition to our conversation, the Rebbe also handed
me a few pages of these points in his own holy handwriting. Presumably, due to the impor-
tance of the subjects we discussed, the Rebbe chose not to rely only on my memory, so that
everything would be clear. An excerpt from those pages:
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“As with all Chabad Rebbes - the first foundation is: truthfully nullifying one’s own exis-
tence (starting with himself). Being a Rebbe, it is his integral and primary mission, to guide
and strengthen [the Chassidim] in Torah and Mitzvos in general (beginning with belief in
Hashem, keeping [the laws of] Shulchan Aruch, etc.) and to show them a living example
of this (even when it requires the extent of actual mesirus nefesh). It is self understood that
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Do as you please! With that, I hung up the telephone”

This chilling statement reminds us of the mesirus nefesh performed by the Alter Rebbe’s
daughter, Rebbetzin Devorah Leah, who took upon herself to give away her very life so that
her father may continue spreading Chassidus.

When the Rebbetzin was asked if she had told her sister that Barry could take the books
but the matter should be kept secret — “Bli pirsum,” she responded:

“The last time I used the phrase ‘bli pirsum’ was in 5687, when my father was exiled in
Kostrama. I had called my sister, who was at our home in Leningrad, and notified her that
we were coming home for Shabbos, adding that the matter should be kept quiet — bli pir-
sum.

Interestingly, at a Yud-Beis Tammuz farbrengen in 5739, the Rebbe based some of the
sichos on the statement that was made in connection with the Frierdiker Rebbe’s release:
“Bli pirsum.” At the farbrengen, no one realized that the Rebbe was actually quoting a state-
ment from the Rebbetzin.
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